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GRAFFITI FIGHTING COUPLE IN WOODSIDE
By Shannon Carlin

If Joe McGowan sees graffiti, he takes
care of it right away. Whether it’s on the
lamppost or the mailbox or his neighbor’s
garage door. On at least one occasion
McGowan’s gone out at 5 o’clock in the
morning to remove something. Even though
he missed a few spots in the darkness, he
says to stop graffiti you have to take it down
immediately.

“It’s like that game Win For Life, ‘You
keep living, we’ll keep paying,’“ McGowan
explains. “Well, they keep writing and I
keep taking it off.”

Since 1974, Joe and his wife, Theresa
have lived in the same house on 60th Street in
Woodside. They’ve dedicated themselves
to cleaning up their neighborhood by taking
time to do the little things like sweeping up
their street, requesting better garbage cans
and planting flowers in the spring. Though
it’s a 24-hour, 7-days a week volunteer job,
the couple, who are now in their 60s, are
happy to do it. Especially if it means they

can be proud of where they live, something
Theresa says is a direct effect of growing up
poor in Ireland. “We just appreciate every-
thing that we have worked for,” she said.
“And we work really hard to keep it.”

In recent years, the McGowan’s felt like
Woodside had been neglected. It seemed
like there was never any funding or like
people just didn’t care to clean up after
themselves. But Theresa is hopeful that
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer can help
turn things around.

By the spring, she’d like to see a block
association start up. Not just to help control
the graffiti, a consistent problem in the area,
but a chance to bring everyone in the com-
munity together. “Just 15 minutes each day
could help make things better for our kids
and grandkids,” Theresa said.

In the meantime, Joe will keep working.
Painting over any graffiti he sees as soon as
he sees it. “Someone has to give in at the
end,” he says. “And I won’t give up.”

UNITED FORTIES

LOCAL SCOUTS TOUR AROUND
NORTHWEST QUEENS

By Peter Ross, Photos by Thomas Varga

( continued on page 5 )

This fall season Boy Scout Troop 390 of the Sunnyside-Woodside area has been sighted
all over Northwest Queens, coming off of a very well attended summer camp stint in mid-
August.  Eleven boys, a record number for the re-instituted Troop, attended Summer Camp
at Aquehonga Camp on the Ten Mile River Boy Scout Reservation with the Pathfinder
District Troop led by Scoutmaster Gordon Bennett.  The boys, half of whom were attending
for the first time and all for only one week, were able to complete 9 merit badges including
Archery, Athletics, Pioneering, Environmental Science, Wilderness Survival and Shotgun
Shooting and 27 partials in a variety of other subject areas.

Troop 390 and the multitude of water filled cups they prepared for the runners of the
New York City Marathon.

SUNNYSIDE SHINES
LIGHTS UP THE STREETS

On Tuesday, November 16th Community members along with Community Leaders
joined Sunnyside Shines Business Improvement District for their annual holiday street
lighting ceremony on Greenpoint Avenue. Each year, Sunnyside Shines brings festive
holiday lights to sections of Queens Boulevard and Greenpoint Avenue. The Holiday
Lighting Ceremony was kicked off with a special performance by the Sunnyside Drum
Corps and concluded with an official flicking of a the switch, which illuminated Greenpoint
Avenue with the words, “Welcome to Sunnyside.”

CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Regular Monthly Meeting and HOLIDAY GET TOGETHER!

Wednesday, December 8th  @ 7PM
St. Teresa R.C. Church (Parish Auditorium),

50-22 45th Street, Woodside, NY
(Entrance off 50th Ave, Parking Available on 44th St.) 917-535-0516
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Office Space to share
in Sunnyside

GREAT Location! Reasonable Price
Professional ONLY

Please Call Mrs. Gonzales 718-361-0662

Attorneys-At-Law
Marc Crawford Leavitt

JOSEPH N. YAMANER*
IRA R. GREENBERG

Paul E. Kerson
John F. Duane

THE BENJAMIN SHAW PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

45-29 47th Street - Woodside, New York 11377
718-729-0986

MIDTOWN OFFICE: 228 E. 45TH STREET, 17 FL., NYC 10017

Serving the Community Since 1947
*We speak Spanish, Hebrew & Turkish

43-11 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside, NY 11104
Telephone (718) 729-3772

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS AND EDITORS
Douglas Kennedy, Luke Adams, Patricia Dorfman
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

Luke Adams, Patricia Dorfman

Marlene Sabba ...............................................................  Publisher

Sherilyn Jo Sabba ................................................................. Editor

Keep Your Teeth for a LIFETIME!
For a FREE Exam & Consultation

     REMBRANDT 1-HR. WHITENING
DR. ARTHUR H. KUBIKIAN
DR. LOUIZA PUSKULIAN

DENTISTRYDENTISTRYDENTISTRYDENTISTRYDENTISTRY

Office Hours: Weekdays: 9:30 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

IRT #7 BLISS STREET - 46TH STREET

REASONABLE RATES - CHARGE CARDS ACCEPTED
We are pleased to be participating members with the following Dental Insurance Programs:
• Empire Blue Cross/Shield • United Concordia • Horizon Health Care
• Delta Dental USA • Dental Benefit Providers • Rayant
• First Ameritas • Aetna • Qualident
• MetLife Preferred • Guardian Dental • GHI-Pref Plus

43-34 43rd STREET, SUNNYSIDE, NY 11104

Call: (718) 786-3842

AVAILABLE:

Visit our website or send us an email for updates
on promotions, discounts or our newsletter.

DRIVERS WANTED
www.prontonyc.com   ◆  Rigo@prontonyc.com

Weekday, Evening
and Saturday

Hours by
Appointment

LASER SURGERY

AVAILABLE FOR PAINFUL SOFT TISSUE

CONDITIONS – DECREASED PAIN

& HEALING TIME

E. P. F.E. P. F.E. P. F.E. P. F.E. P. F.
PROCEDURE FOR PAINFUL HEEL SPURS

USING A TINY ENDOSCOPE LENS

INSERTED TO CORRECT THE CONDITION.

– MANY INSURANCES ACCEPTED –

MAJOR MEDICAL PLANS:
BLUE SHIELD, BLUE CROSS, EMPIRE PLAN, AMALGAMATED, UNITED HEALTH

CARE, OXFORD FREEDOM PLAN, 32BJ, MDNY, MEDICARE (SURGICAL)

43-15 46TH ST.
SUNNYSIDE, N.Y.
718-729-2117

NEW

PODIATRY MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SERVICES

DR. DAVID GOLDHABER, DABAFS
BOARD CERTIFIED IN FOOT SURGERY

– IN-OFFICE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL TREATMENT –
•  BUNIONS • HAMMERTOES •  CORNS • INGROWN TOE NAILS • WARTS
• ULCERS • HEEL & ARCH PAIN • ANKLE SPRAINS • FRACTURES
• SPORTS INJURIES • CHILDREN’S FEET • DIABETIC FOOT CARE
• GOUT • ARTHRITIS • SECOND OPINIONS • HOUSE CALLS

NEW

OLD FRIENDS OF PS 150
On June 6, 1966, Mrs. Kay

Armstrong, the first African
American teacher at PS150,
suggested to her a 5th grade
class that they meet for a re-
union on 7/7/77. While this re-
union never happened, forty-

four years later, on 10/10/10,
ten classmates met at Bliss Bis-
tro in Sunnyside to share memo-
ries of Mrs. Armstrong, PS 150
education and Sunnyside’s
thriving Jewish community of
the 1960s. They swapped pho-

tos of their children and parents
and caught up on education and
careers. In appreciation of this
gathering, one paraticipant
commented “for a few hours
we were transported to kinder
and gentler times.”

Above: PS 150 Reunion1 photo attached, from left to right are:  David Kasten, Henry Tabickman,
Elizabeth Rubock (Bernardik), Hilary Exter, Judy Reed (Janis), Nancy Biller, Lisa Deller, Miles
Zuckerman, David Hershkowitz and Susan Salz.   Below: Photo taken by a passerby in front of PS150.

Photo by Sid Berigan


